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The Ultimate Guide

To Choosing a Study Programme

Introduction

Deciding where and how to study your creative passion is one of the most significant choices you
will make. With the rapid evolution of technology and the digital landscape, modern creatives
have more educational pathways available than ever before. Whether you are aiming for a
traditional academic route or an industry-focused professional diploma, understanding your
options is the first step toward a successful career.

The Learning Dilemma: DIY vs. Structured Mentoring

In the age of unlimited information, many aspiring creatives wonder if they truly need formal
education when countless tutorials exist online. While self-teaching has its merits, it often lacks
the personalized feedback required to build high-level professional skills.

Here is an objective look at how learning via online research and free videos compares to
structured live mentoring:

Feature DIY Online Learning Structured Live Mentoring
(Videos & Research)

Curriculum Fragmented; requires youto  Step-by-step, industry-aligned
guess what to learn next. progression.
Feedback Non-existent; no way to know  Real-time, personalized corrections

if you are building bad habits.  from expert coaches.

Accountability Very low; easy to abandon High; scheduled sessions and peer
when you hit a technical collaboration keep you on track.
roadblock.

Networking Isolated learning environment. Direct access to active professionals,

peers, and industry networks.

Portfolios Self-directed projects with no  Guided production of a professional,
market validation. market-ready portfolio.
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VeraGrand Academy: Bridging the Gap

For students ages 15 and above, navigating the transition from a hobbyist to a university student
or working professional can be overwhelming. VeraGrand Academy bridges this gap through a
hybrid of professional training and specialized University Preparation.

At the same time, it offers structured programmes for adults, to study in industry-oriented
curricula, producing tangible results. All graduates of Professional Diplomas leave with a
comprehensive portfolio of works, a website to host their works and guidance to kick-start their
professional careers.

By participating in live, real-time online instruction paired with interactive feedback, students
do not just passively consume information. They collaborate with peers, receive 1:1 coaching, and
build market-ready digital portfolios. Most importantly, VeraGrand’s mentoring actively helps
students identify their true strengths, guiding them to choose the exact right country, programme,
and Institution for their specific goals. The taught language is greek & english.

VeraGrand's curriculum spans across modern creative industries, offering Professional Diplomas
and certificates in:

e Al Leadership: Mastering Al prompt engineering, local Al systems, and the executive
strategies needed to integrate artificial intelligence into modern workflows safely and
ethically.

e Pro Singing: Utilizing the signature 3D-Singing® method to focus on Greek/International
repertoire, Musical Theatre, and Studio Voice Recording techniques.

e AudioVisual Production: A comprehensive track allows focusing on Music Technology,
Audio and Video production, Photography, as well as Web & Digital Media.

e Music Composition: Tailored paths focusing on Song-Writing, EDM/Electronic Music, and
Moving Image (Soundtrack and Sound Design).

e Alternative Writing: Focusing on non-traditional narratives, Creative Writing, Professional
and Performative Writing, and Digital Media content creation.

e Creative Business: Designed for modern creator-entrepreneurs focusing on Business
Growth & Management, the Music Industry, Entertainment Business, Publishing, and Live
Presenting (e.g., YouTube) via our signature 3D-Speech® method

* All Professional Diplomas have intergraded Al technology. Partnered with
UpGraded-Live®, we ensure unmatched professionalism and cutting-edge industry
standards, safer use of local Al models, in compliance with the EU Al Act.
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Exploring Your Options: A Comprehensive Map

When it is time to choose your final destination for your education, the landscape is generally split
between local options in Cyprus and studying abroad.

A. Studying in Cyprus

1. Traditional Bachelor Degrees
For those seeking a standard 4-year academic experience and a state-accredited degree, here
are options to study in Cyprus. Taught language is greek & english, depending on the programme.

e Cyprus University of Technology (CUT / TEPAK) - Public:

o Business: The Department of Management, Entrepreneurship, and Digital Business
offers an undergraduate programme in Management. This degree allows students
to specialize in highly sought-after fields such as "Entrepreneurship and
Innovation," "Energy Resources Management," or "Digital Business”.

o Media/Communications: The Department of Communication and Internet Studies
focuses heavily on the modern digital landscape. Students can take course
clusters in "Journalism and Digital Media," "Internet and Power," and "Information
Technologies," which cover everything from data journalism and multimedia to
critical media theory.

e University of Nicosia (UNIC) - Private:

o Bachelors in Music: This option is best for students wanting a broad musical
education and a traditional campus experience. Offers a BMus with specializations
in Classical Performance, Jazz Performance, Music Education, and Creative Music
Technology.

o Media/Communications: UNIC’s Department of Communications offers a BA in
Digital Communications and Mass Media, as well as a BA in Public Relations,
Advertising, and Marketing. They also offer an MA in Digital Media and
Communications. The University is well known for its "Mediazone", an audiovisual
hub that provides students with practical, hands-on experience in video and media
production.

o Business: UNIC's School of Business offers a wide array of programmes including
Business Administration, Accounting, and Finance.

e European University Cyprus (EUC) - Private:

o Media/Business (Integrated): EUC bridges both fields effectively with a Bachelor in
Marketing and Digital Communications. The curriculum is designed to equip
students with the technical and soft skills required to manage contemporary
marketing, digital media, and social media strategies in a globalized economy.

o Business: EUC also offers standard comprehensive business degrees, including a
Bachelor in Business Administration.

o The Music (BMus) is no longer accepting new students and is being phased out.
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o Frederick University
o Media/Communications: Through its School of Arts, Communication, and Cultural
Studies, Frederick University offers a BA in Journalism and Media Communication.
The curriculum is built around print and digital journalism, TV and radio production,
media law and ethics, and political communication.
o Business: The university's business offerings include a BA in Business
Administration, a BA in Accounting and Finance, and a BSc in Maritime Studies.

e UCLan Cyprus (University of Central Lancashire)

o Media/Communications: The university offers a BSc (Hons) in Media Production,
which is a practical course covering video, audio, graphics, and TV production.
They also provide a BSc (Hons) in Web Design & Development (covering digital
storytelling, UX/UI, and social media), and a BA (Hons) in Advertising and
Marketing Communications.

o Business: The BA (Hons) in Business Administration places a strong emphasis on
the functional, operational, and strategic coordination of business activities. A
dedicated BA (Hons) in Accounting and Finance is also available.

e Neapolis University Pafos (NUP)

o Media/Communications: NUP’s Department of Communication and Creativity
offers a BA in Communication, Marketing, and Public Relations. This programme
uniquely combines strategic communication with digital media and PR, and it is
offered both as an on-campus and a distance-learning degree.

o Business: NUP offers a traditional BSc in Business Administration as well as a
specialized BSc in Digital Business, designed for the modern digital economy.

e ARTE Music Academy: Bachelor Degree in Music. Best for students wanting an
instrument-focused experience. Offers a BMus with specializations in Classical Music
Performance, Composition, Music Education, and the Academic Study of Music.

2. Colleges (Vocational Higher Education)

Note: The landscape is shifting, and some older vocational tracks are closing.

The 4-year Bachelor in Music (BMus) at the European University Cyprus (EUC) and the 2-year
structured Music Technology Diploma at the Cyprus College is no longer accepting new students
and is being phased out.
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B. Studying Abroad

1.

Traditional Bachelor Degrees

Universities in the Europe & the UK (Public & Private Universities):

Best for students wanting a state-accredited degree from a recognized international
institution. Usually lasts 3-4 years (BMus) with specializations ranging from Multimedia &
Digital Production, to Musical Theatre Performance, Singing, Composing, and Music
Education. Taught language in the UK is english and in Europe it varies by location.

Music Studies in Greece (Public Universities): The taught language is greek.

o

o

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (NKUA / EKIA) in Athens:
Department of Music Studies (Tprjua Mouoikwv 2nouvdwv). Housed within the
School of Philosophy, this department provides a highly academic and research-
driven environment. It focuses heavily on the scientific disciplines pertinent to
music. Core areas of study include historical and systematic musicology,
ethnomusicology, Byzantine music, and acoustic technology. It is ideal for students
seeking a deep theoretical, cultural, and scientific understanding of music rather
than purely performance-based training.

Universities in Thessaloniki: Thessaloniki offers two distinct academic paths for
music studies, catering to different artistic and academic goals:

m Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTH / AlN®): School of Music

Studies (TuAua Mouaoikwv Zmoudwv). Located within the Faculty of Fine
Arts, this programme balances historical and systematic musicology with
music education and composition. It combines a philosophical and
research-oriented approach to music learning with artistic expression. It is
an excellent choice for future music educators, researchers, and
composers.

University of Macedonia (UOM / MAMAK): Department of Music Science
& Art (TpApa Mouaoikng Emiotriung kat Téxvng). Compared to AUTH, UOM is
much more focused on applied artistic studies and performance. The
curriculum emphasizes instrumental and vocal music performance,
ensemble conducting, and composition. It is highly suited for students who
want to combine a university academic degree with rigorous, conservatory-
level performance training.

lonian University (I6vio MNavemotApo):

Department of Music Studies (Tuqua Mouaoikwv Zniovdwv) in Corfu.
Founded in 1992 and deeply connected to Corfu's rich musical tradition,
this department is highly regarded for its diverse and comprehensive
curriculum. It covers three broad areas: Music Composition, Music
Performance, and Musical Science (Musicology, Pedagogy, Psychology,
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Technology). It stands out uniquely within Greek academia by offering highly
specialized tracks in Early Music Performance, Jazz, Electro-Acoustic
Music, and Music Therapy. Graduates are conferred an Integrated Master's
degree (Level 7 in the European Qualifications Framework).

m  Sound and Musical Instruments Technology (Tunupa TexvoAoyiag 'Hxou
kat Mouaikwv Opyavwv), formerly TEI of lonian Islands, in Lixouri,
Kefalonia. This department historically focused heavily on the physical
construction, repair, and maintenance of musical instruments (woodwinds,
brass, strings, keyboards), alongside traditional sound engineering. Note:
Following academic restructuring, this department was absorbed by the
lonian University and its academic subject was transitioned to form the new
Department of Ethnomusicology.

o Hellenic Mediterranean University (HMU / EAMENA) in Rethymno, Crete:
Music Technology and Acoustics (Tunua Mouaoikng Texvoloyiag kal AKOUGTIKAG).
This is the only university department in Greece exclusively focused on the science
of acoustics and audio technology. The curriculum bridges science and music,
covering areas such as sound engineering, studio production, digital audio
processing, acoustic design of spaces, and the development of music software/
hardware. Graduates are trained to work in recording studios, broadcasting (radio/
TV), live concerts, and acoustical consulting.

2. Private Schools

SAE Institute Greece in Athens: Audio Department (Audio Production & Electronic Music
Production). SAE is globally recognized as a leading provider of creative media education.
In contrast to traditional universities, SAE focuses heavily on hands-on, practical training
using industry-standard, state-of-the-art studio equipment. The curriculum is strictly geared
toward the modern music and audio industry, covering areas like studio recording, mixing,
mastering, sound design for film and games, and live sound. It is ideal for students who
want to become working music producers, sound engineers, or electronic music artists,
culminating in professional certificates or a BA/BSc (Hons) in Audio Production (franchised
via UK universities like the University of Hertfordshire).

IEK AKMI (ZAEK AKMH) in various locations - nationwide (Campuses in Athens, Piraeus,
Thessaloniki, Heraklion, Larissa, Rhodes, Patra, Alexandroupoli, Chalkida, Glyfada): School
of Sound Engineering & Music Technology (ZxoAr} HxoAnygiag & Mouaikrig TexvoAoyiag). As
a Vocational Training Institute (IEK/ZAEK), AKMI offers a highly practical, fast-tracked route
into the industry. The curriculum focuses purely on technical skills: studio recording, mixing,
mastering, sound design, and live sound. Students train on industry-standard software (Pro
Tools, Cubase, Logic) and advanced hardware (such as ICON Digidesign consoles). It is
ideal for students seeking a state-recognized vocational diploma (Kpatiké AimAwpa) and
direct entry into the Greek job market to work in recording studios, TV, radio, or live events.
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e Metropolitan College (MntpomoAitiké KoAAéyio - AKMI Group) with multiple campuses
across Greece (including Athens, Maroussi, Piraeus, and Thessaloniki: Faculty of Culture &
Communication (Department of Music Technology). This is the higher education branch of
the AKMI Group. The college offers a BA (Hons) in Music Technology and Production in
collaboration with British universities (such as the University of East London). This
programme bridges the gap between vocational training and higher academia. It covers
music creation, studio production, and sound design while incorporating academic research
and theory. It is best for students who want a recognized British Bachelor's degree while
studying in Greece, blending hands-on studio experience with university-level academic
standards.

e AKTO College in Athens and Thessaloniki: Fine Art & New Media / Animation &
Interactive Media. AKTO is the largest private educational group in Greece specializing in
Art, Design, and New Media. While AKTO does not offer a dedicated "Music Production”
degree like SAE, it is highly relevant for students interested in the broader audiovisual and
multimedia spectrum. Programmes like the BA (Hons) in Fine Art & New Media or Animation
& Interactive Media incorporate sound design, video production, and interactive media as
core components of visual and digital storytelling. It is an excellent choice for creatives who
want to blend sound and music conceptually with visual arts, game design, or film, earning
a Bachelor of Arts validated by Middlesex University London.

VeraGrand Academy offers the “University Preparation” programme
to support your application and interview/audition process.

Find out more at: https://www.veragrand.org/university-preparation

VeraGrand Academy

Tel. (+357) 95 100 625
Web: veragrand.org

5 Agiou Antoniou Str.
2369 Agios Dometios

Nicosia, Cyprus

Last updated: August 2026
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